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question of Egypt filled the stage, and that question has been
dealt with elsewhere.

In November of that year of short-lived French administra-
tions Tissot was found complaining that Bismarck was planning
another attack on France in the following spring. Lord Ampthill
was not only sceptical, but also rather impatient at the old
cry, which appeared to him entirely unwarranted by the
circumstances.1

All Bismarck's anxieties so far as Gambetta was concerned
came suddenly to an end with the unexpected death of the
French politician at the end of the year 1883* Lord Ampthill
reported that the tone of the Berlin Press, "official and officious"
was "kind, tactful and appreciative, and calculated to give no
offence to France." In contrast to this attitude of the Press,
public feeling was relieved at the death of one whose name
had become identified with the "war of revenge." This contrast
was shown in the reactions of the Emperor and Bismarck. On
receiving the army deputation on New Year's Day the Emperor
said, "Gentlemen, I have good news to give you on the com-
mencement of the New Year. Gambetta is dead, and with him
the threatened war of revenge. You can unsaddle your horses,
and look forward to long peace." But this speech displeased
Bismarck. Officers were ordered not to repeat it, and the Press
instructed to ignore it, friendly articles being sent to them
instead. Bismarck realized, now that Gambetta was dead, that
he stood for the stability of the republic, and who could tell
whether his death might not mean a struggle for power of
pretenders of every hue?2

In England the papers adopted a sensational line. The Pall
Mall Gazette published an article: War Rumours. "A rumour
has reached us, which we publish with all reserve, that the
German residents in London have received a communication
similar to the one made to them by their Government before
the Franco-German War, that they may possibly be shortly
summoned home for military service."

The Nord Deutsche took up the challenge: "To say that this
report is an invention is unnecessary; but we cannot restrain
our amazement that a paper, which according to general belief,
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